INTRODUCTION

IRELAND:
AN ISLAND OF

Throughout its history, Ulster, the northern province of
Ireland, has been a place where many different peoples
have left their influence. In the last millennium Vikings,

q A ENGLAND
Anglo-Normans, Huguenots, Moravians, Italians, Jews

WALES
and many others have settled here. The strongest cultural ;
influences, however, have been English, Irish and Scottish,

a triple blend that has given Ulster its distinctive character.

At the narrowest part, only 13 miles separate Ulster
- Ireland’s northern province - and Scotland. The sea has been a bridge rather

than a barrier. Almost 2 million people make the crossing by ferry every year.

Ulster-Scots, Scotch-Irish and Scots-Irish are three names

for a people whose origins can be traced to Scotland. AT CLA R J{I Li‘il() N
In Ulster, where they settled in large numbers in the 1600s, STATES OF AM ERICA,
they are known as the Ulster-Scots. In America, they are : :
known as the Scotch-Irish or Scots-Irish. All three terms
have a long pedigree - the earliest recorded use of

‘Scotch-Irish’ can be found in Maryland in 1690.

Over the centuries Scotch-Irish families have travelled to
every corner of the globe in search of new lives and new
opportunities. In the United States their influence has been

huge and their legacy includes pioneers, presidents, military . e T

commanders, religious leaders, educators, philanthropists

Only two names appear on the printed Declaration of Independence.

and giants of industry and commerce.

John Hancock is thought to have had County Down ancestry,
while Charles Thomson was born in County Londonderry.

The printer was John Dunlap from County Tyrone.

The Fourth Annual Congress of the Scotch-Trish Society of America
The S C OtCh-I IiSh StOIy in Savannah is not as We].]. known was held in the Georgia State Gapitol Building in Aflanta in 1892
The United States Artillery Regimental Band opened the event with

a selection of ‘Scotch melodies’. The Society still exists to this day.

or as prominent as in other places in America. Nonetheless,

it is still part of the fabric of the city’s history. People

with roots in Ulster were settling in Savannah and

its hinterland from the 1730s. Others followed in the
nineteenth century. Together the Scotch-Irish have made

a major contribution to the economic, religious and
cultural life of the city. This exhibition tells you something
of their story.
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TRANSATLANTIC
KINFOLK: FROM
ULSTER TO AMERICA

The origins of the movement of Scotch-Irish families

to America can be traced to the seventeenth century Doneasl Londondery | e
and was well underway by the 1680s. A high ,

proportion of the earliest emigrants were from _ e '
north-west Ulster and many of them settled in the ; Fermanagh Amagh DO

region of Chesapeake Bay. Their reasons for leaving S

Cavan

included economic pressures and religious persecution

due to their Presbyterian beliefs.

Ulster’s nine counties.

These 1940s publications celebrated Ulster's links with America at
the time when thousands of GIs were stationed in Northern Ireland.

Emigration from Ulster to America accelerated in the late
1710s. In 1718 over 100 families set sail from Ulster for New q’l l t
England. By this time significant numbers of families were 5 r? t"
also moving to Pennsylvania which would become the main
focus of Ulster emigration for decades. From the 1760s ships
were sailing regularly from Ulster to Southern ports, such as
Charleston and Savannah. Estimates of the numbers leaving
Ulster in the 1700s vary, but were perhaps in the region

of 120,000-180,000 people. Chain migration was hugely

significant as emigrants followed the routes taken by family

members and neighbours from home who had gone before.

If the numbers emigrating from Ulster to America in the
1700s were impressive, these were dwarfed by the figures for
the nineteenth century when possibly as many as 1.5 million
people left Ulster for North America. While the destination for
many of these migrants was Canada, a clear majority ended
up in the United States. Emigration from Ulster in this period
was more religiously and culturally diverse. However, the
transatlantic migration of the Scotch-Irish remained hugely
significant, both numerically and proportionately. The story
of the relationship between Ulster and America comes right
down to the present as the United States continues to attract

many of our young people in search of new opportunities.

Carter G. Woodson.

The ‘Father of Black History’, Carter G.
Woodson (1875-1950) often wrote warmly
of his Scotch-Irish neighbours in Appalachia.

Courtesy Scurlock Studio Records,
Archives Center, National Museum of
American History,

Smithsonian Institution.

He described them as a ‘God-fearing,
Sabbath-keeping, covenant-adhering,
liberty-loving and tyrant-hating race.’

This love of freedom is a regular theme
in centuries of Scotch-Irish literature.

From Woodson’s essay ‘Freedom and Slavery in Appalachian
America’, in The Journal of Negro History, April 1916
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THE ULSTER
LINKTO
ABERCORN STREET

Savannah is well known for its distinctive grid pattern of
squares and streets. It has been suggested that when General
Oglethorpe laid out the new city in 1733 he was inspired

by the seventeenth-century plans of two towns in Ulster,
Coleraine and Londonderry. Whether or not there is any
truth to this, it does appear that the developers of the

Ulster towns and Savannah were drawing on the same

Renaissance-inspired ideals of urban planning.

A view of Savannah, 1734,
Courtesy Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division

One of the principal streets in the embryonic city was
named for James Hamilton, the 6th Earl of Abercorn.
Abercorn was one of the main promoters of the Georgia
colony project in the early 1730s. He also supported the
endeavour financially, providing a number of sizeable
donations. His death in 1734 was deeply regretted by those

involved in the scheme.

The Earl of Abercorn was a major landowner in Ulster. plawanma

In the early seventeenth century his great-grandfather,

the 1st Earl of Abercorn, a Scottish nobleman from Paisley,
near Glasgow, was granted lands in County Tyrone as part

of the scheme for the Ulster Plantation. In 1689, before he

succeeded to the earldom, he took part in the famous siege

of Londonderry when a small garrison held out successfully

Excerpt from map showing location of the village of Abercorn, 1780s.

ag ainst a mu Ch larg er army. Courtesy Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division.

Abercorn was also the name given to a village
on the Savannah River. In 1733 ten families
were allocated to this settlement and in the
following year a number of Salzburgers
(German-speaking Protestants from

Salzburg in modern-day Austria)

settled here temporarily. Proving

unsuitable for a lasting settlement,

The 6th Earl of Abercorn.
Courtesy His Grace the Duke of Abercorn KG.

the village was abandoned and all
traces of it have disappeared.

The name survives, however,

in Abercorn Creek,

a stream that flows into

the Savannah River.
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THE SCOTCH-IRISH
WSAVANNAH

HENRY ELLIS
‘GEORGIA’S SECOND
FOUNDER’

Described as ‘Georgia’s second founder’ (the first being
General Oglethorpe), Henry Ellis served as Governor of the
province from 1757 to 1760. He was born into a relatively
wealthy family in Monaghan Town, County Monaghan,

in 1721. His parents were Francis Ellis and Joan Maxwell,
both from families that had settled in Monaghan in the
seventeenth century. The Ellis family was of English origin,

while the Maxwells were from Scotland.

A plan of the inlets & rivers of Savannah & Warsaw

As a youth, Ellis went to sea, becoming proficient in

in the Province of Georgia, 1751.

Courtesy Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division.

navigation and map-making, and in 1746 and 1747 he

took part in expeditions to find the ‘Northwest Passage’.
He published accounts of these explorations which brought
him to the attention of influential figures in government.
He was also admitted to the membership of the prestigious

VOYAGE

HUDSON BAY,

BY THE

Dobbs Galley and  California,

In the Years 1746 and 1747,

scientific institution, the Royal Society.

Though he spent less than four years in Georgia, Ellis is
For Difcovering a
NorRTHWEsT PAssAaGE;

three Royal Governors. As governor, he reorganized : WITH

An accurate Survey of the Coaft, and a fhort
Natural Hiftory of the Country.

considered to have been the most capable of the province’s

local government in Georgia and worked to remove the

Tocerier WitTH

factionalism that had blighted the colony’s administration. AR e Vil drih o

the future finding of fuch a Paffage is rendered

He also faced the challenge of leading the province during
the turbulence of the French and Indian War fought by

Great Britain and France.

probable:
By HENRY E LLIS, Gent.
Agent for the Proprietors in the faid Expedition,
To which is prefixec

An Hiftorical Account of the Attempts hitherto made for thé
finding a Paffage that Way to the Eqff-Indies.

With  néw and ccrre@ Chart of Hudfon's-Bay, with the Countried
adjacent.

'D’ VB L N¢
Printed for Georceand ALexaNDE® EwiNG; af the Arge
and Bible in Dame-firects  M,DGC,XLIX.

For health reasons Ellis left Georgia in the autumn of 1760.

On his return to England he continued to play an influential

role in shaping colonial administration. He retired from
public service in 1768 and spent much of the rest of his life e R
in Continental Europe. He died unmarried in Italy in 1806.

Under the terms of his will he left £3,000 to the hospital

in Monaghan Town and another £3,000 to the poor of

County Monaghan.

Aplan of Savannah, 1761, showing the layout
of streets and squares including ‘Ellis’s Square'

Courtesy Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division.
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THE SCOTCH-IRISH
WSAVANNAH

JOHN RAE OF
COUNTY DOWN
AND SAVANNAH

John Rae was the son of a Presbyterian tenant farmer from
near the small town of Ballynahinch in County Down.

In the 1730s he emigrated to America. Moving to what
was then the Georgia frontier, he became a successful
merchant, trading with the Cherokees and Creeks,

and had his own private fort near Augusta.

Some years later Rae withdrew to the environs of Savannah
and bought a plantation to which he gave the name Rae’s Hall.
This lay alongside the Savannah River and ocean-going vessels
were able to sail to it. He took part in public life as a justice of
the peace and as a member of the Georgia Assembly. In 1765
he wrote that Savannah was ‘the Capital Town of the Province,

and it grows very fast, and will soon be a great Place of Trade’.

In 1764-5 Rae and another Ulsterman, George Galphin from
County Armagh, embarked on an ambitious project to bring
large numbers of families from Ulster to Georgia. They secured
a vast tract of land alongside the Ogeechee River from the
Governor and Council of Georgia. Rae believed that families
would be attracted to Georgia where, unlike in Ireland, there

were no rents to be paid to landlords and no tithes to the
Established Church (the episcopalian Church of Ireland).

Back in County Down, Rae’s brother Matthew was active

in recruiting families for this colonization project.

A settlement for the Ulster families was established at
Queensborough, around 80 miles northwest of Savannah.
However, for a variety of reasons the scheme did not prove
to be a great success. Fewer families than expected settled
at Queensborough. In addition, conflict between the settlers
and the Native Americans and divided loyalties during the

Revolutionary War contributed to the demise of the settlement.
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Map of Georgia showing Old Town, 1796, the location of
George Galphin’s trading post, cow pens and plantation,
which were near the Ulster settlement at Queensborough.

Courtesy David Rumsey Map Collection.

L

John Rae’s daughter Elizabeth who married Samuel Elbert,

a Revolutionary War hero and Governor of Georgia in 1785-6.
George Galphin's daughter, Martha, also married a

Governor of Georgia: John Milledge (1802-06)

Courtesy Richard Elbert Whitehead.

Sketch of the northern frontiers of Georgia, extending from
the mouth of the River Savannah to the town of Augusta, 1780,
showing the location of John Raes plantation.

Courtesy Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division.




THE SCOTCH-IRISH
WSAVANNAH

IMMIGRANTS
TO THE PORT OF
SAVANNAH

By the late 1760s ships were sailing reqgularly from

ports in Ulster to Savannah, with many of those on

board heading to the settlement at Queensborough.

Occasionally a ship’s passengers published a declaration

paying tribute to their captain for his good conduct

towards them. Published in the Belfast Newsletter

of 13 Mazrch 1772 was one such declaration.

The passengers on the Britannia that sailed from Belfast to
Savannah issued a statement on 18 January 1772 in which
they expressed their appreciation of Captain Clendinnen
for ‘the generous and humane manner in which he treated
every individual, and particularly for the generous and
tender care he took of every sick person on board his ship.’

The names of the passengers were as follows:

" For

SAVAN

Afhe, Mafter, Burthen 250 Tons,
now lying in the Lough of Belfatt, will be
clear to fail the 10th September next. All
Perfons inclined to go there
Redemptioners, or Servaat
apply to Matthew Res of Drumbo, faid
Capisin Afh aod William Beatty in Dels

4 faft. Upon the Paffengers Arrival at Sa-
vsunsh, every Perfon of the Age of 16 Years or upwarde will
receive 100 Acres, and sll under 16 Vesrs will receive go Acres
Bounty Lands free firlt ten Years, and for ever after at £s. ad. per
500 Acres yearly in Queenfborough Townthip, which lic 100 Miles
from Ssvannsh sad 5o irom Augufts, both good Market Towns.
The Produce of thofe Lands is Silk, Cotton, Indigo, Rice, Wheat,
sod zll Kinds of Grain. Alfo every Perfon who caanot pucchafe
Cows for Milk, snd Horfes to work, wiil be fupplied in both ustil
they c2n buy or rear for themfelves, by Joho Res, Efg; of Rea's-
hall: And faid Matthew Rea will give & free Paflage from Savaansh
to Charleftown to thofe who go Paffenges in hie Ship, if they do not
chufe to take their Bounty Lands in Queenfborough Towathi;
may be depended upon that Plenty of the beft Provifians and Water
will be laid in for faid Voyage; the Captain is well scquuinted in
the Paffage Trade, and the Ship particularly calculated for that Bu-
finels. The fame Encoursgement is net to be expected mext Year,
therefore let none difappoint themfelves.

Said Ray will be st Mrs. Clenbolme.'s in Belfatt every
till the failing of faid Vefel. -

Advertisement from the Belfast Newsletter of 11 Aug. 1769

the settl atQ t h. Georgia

O’Neill, Arthur
Peel, Richard

Lorrimore, Isaac
Magee, John

Anderson, John Erwin, Isabel

Ballantin, John jun. Finlay, James

Barr, Matthew
Barron, Samuel
Beatty, Michael
Beggs, John
Black, James
Brackenridge, James
Brisben, John
Brown, Wm
Campbell, John
Chambers, John
Cork, George
Crozier, John
Dickson, John

The masthead of the Belfast Newsletter. This newspaper was
founded in 1737 and is still being printed today. In 1776 it
was one of the first newspapers outside America to publish

the text of the Declaration of Independence.

7t ot

From the EVENING-POSTS..

Parisy Fuly 27.,, .., .
very fingalar event hath juft occafioned a re-
, markable znd intereiting law-fuit.. TheSiedr
_de Marfilly, formerly an officer in the Guards,
had fled to a foreign country to ayoid the
parfuit of bis father, who wanted rto, put
him under confinement, jas the only meaas to flop his ex-
travagant expences. On
ed with another young man, to whom he propofed that
they fhould exchange with each other both. their chriftian,
and firnames. The latter who perhaps had alfo his wea-
fons for concealing him(elf.accepted: the offer, and under
* exchanged names they centinued their. journey to Rome.
Some time after the young man died, and was buried ia
i the name of the Sieur Marfilly, the (ubject of the prefent
i fuit: For the wife of the real Marfilly, being informed that
i 2 young man fo named was dead at Rome, made no.doubt
* but it was her hufband. = She obt.ined an extrac from the
i zegifter of buriulsy and furnihed with this. in form, fhe
i contrafted a_fecond. marriage with the Count d’Elva, a
Colonel... Howeyer; the young Marlilly, being informed
of the death of his fathér, returned to France to take pof-
{eflion of his effage. . He was foon informed of what had
happened to his_ {poufe, and of her having changed her
condition ;. and now reclaims her ; but fhe, whether from
a rea) or voluntary forgetfulnefs of his features, which may
have been altered, or tor fome othér reafon, affects not to

s\ L O NDO N, Aug. 1,
Yefterday. the Court of Direors of the
pany took up the following fhips into their fervice for the
year_enfuing; viz. A new fhip, Horne; Eutopa, Pelly;
for Mudras and Coaft and Bay._ Lord Mansfield, An
. Egmont, Mears ; Vanfittart, Palmer; VerelR, Baddj
Houghton, Smith; for Coaft and Bay., Harcourt, Rod-
dam ; for St. Helena and Bencoolen. | Britith King, Hoar;
for St. Helena, and Caina.  Royal Captaig, Tanner;
new fhip, Moffatt ; for Bencoolen,and China. A new fhip,
Skottow ; Earl of Elgin, Cooke Madrafs, Coalt-and
China. . A new, fhip, Lifle; Val e.g_t_m:,"Purvis & .w:k_e,

Fleeting, Richard
Fulton, John
Gamble, John
Gillmore, John
Hanna,
Hanna,
Harris, James
Hurd, Henry
Irwin, David
Johnson, Joseph
Lewis, Henry
Little, Samuel
Little, Thos

ra g 3o N‘RY

journey he became acquaiat-, .

Magee, Phil

Robt
Wm

ntyr

‘and

aa td 1

Ros

FRIDAY, Avcus

b

ocow C U Armagh, Augaft 2d, 1769,
TR. RICHARD CRUMP, Affiftant to ‘the Revd Doktst

Gtileber, has provided Accommadition for's few young Ged- -

tletmen as'Bosrders, at eighteen Guiness 2 'Vear, and two Guineas
Engra; He will give particular. Attention to. their M-rals as,
well as, to their Improveqent in the different Branches of claffical

Leirning, &ec. _ L e
ANTED immediately, an Apnrensice - to the_Grogery Bufi~,
nels. - For farther Particulars enquire st the Brinters hereof,
; ’ Belfalt, 8th Augnft, 1769,

T ROPT or folen between Newty sud, Kilkeel in_ Mourae in

J the County of Down, on or about the z3d of July lalt, A

Silyer Watch, thé Maker’s Nume John Davi A-C

Dublin; the Nutaber forgot, the Chuin'4 Steel'one,

Key. - Whoever has found'faid Watch, wandireturns:it to Mr.

lism Halydayof Newry; or Mr. David Fivéy of Loughbrickland, ar to

Mr, Joha Halgday of Killkeel in Mourney {kall have Half 2 Guines

Reward. Dated st Newry. the 4th of Avgaft, 1769,

W.B. It is requelted that all ‘Watch-makers or others who désl

in Watches will take wip f2id Witch if offered 'to Salé. = =" 1
By the Defire of feveral young Gentlemeh of Belfalt

OHN HART will teach the Violia st hix Lodging in Nicholas
Graham’s in Pottinger’s-Entry, at Half s Guinea Entrence, nd

| Halfa Guines 2 Qgarter; the Hours of teaching, will be fixed an'by

the M: y of thofe who attend. He will wait on any Gentlemah
that pleafes to be taught privately, and hopes by his Care aod Affi-

duity to give Conteat to his Employers. Belfafl, 7th Augalt, 1769.
b RSy T3 AVERDSs T105

OsT, or flolen out of the Houfe of James Mabrey in North-
g Street, on Thurfday 1af, A Silver Waich, Maker’s Name
James Watt, London, No. 69g6. Whoever returas it to faid Ma-
brey, will be paid by him Half 2 Guinea Reward.
5 7th Anguft
N old Silver Snuff Box, of 21 O wih in
the Lid, was lately pledged for a Trifle, with Samuel Ruffel of
Holywood : and it being now fufpected to have been flolen, ‘the
Owner on paying the Expences may have it by applying to the Prig-
ters hereo®. yth Auguft, 176q. ¢ Y
Notice is hereby given,
HAT nb more Stones will be received ¢ the Infirmary. Ground
until farther Notiée ; there having been as maoy aiready laid
down there as the Ground can coaveniently coa Belfaft; gth
Aug. 1769. Signed by Order, 0¥~
HE Truftees appointed by A& of Parliam
T the Turnpike Road from Belfult to Antrim, are to mi
Adjovrnment, at the Market-Houfe of Belfalt, on Wedne!
30th of Augult inftant, et elevea o’Clock, in Order to feu.w:'lh‘e
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McAlister, Samuel
McCombe, Andrew
McCrone, James
McCrone, Thos
McKelvey, James
McMahon, James
McNeilly, John
Miller, Robt
Morow, David
Mountain, Francis
Murdoch, John
Murray, Wm

. feph Moore, dece: Mo He

18O
large Still-wor

Peill, John
Rodgers, Robt
Rogers, Edward
Scott, John

Shaw, John
Simpson, James
Thompson, Edw.
Thompson, James
Thomson, Geo.
Tweedy, Esther
Wilson, John
Witherup, Zabulon
Wolfenden, Thos

. 30 Tuns Burthen; well found,
ed where the liesac the Whitcho
Comb in Belfalt, |
7770 be fold by, Aufticn; by
i and County of Antrim, VWidow dminiltratfix of Mr. Jo.
Ah' Dy of Aapuft nekt
eddo and Py

All| her Crop-of ft Osts, Barley,

“Parcel of choice good Milch Cows,
| “With feveral Articles of Parming, Ut

turé, cenlifting of Preffes, Chefts of Drawers,
Beds gad Bediteads, fome ufebul Plat

ight-Day Clock, feversl Articies of K

Flake. (Faod, with fe

fels; forne Hogfhieads add Boteles ; and.alio the Weaie of thavCop-Le ke

cern, the Leafe: ofrarMale-Kiln st Portgledone, and (the Leae of plynd

Killyles Tarnpike Gate; all to be fold at ready Money, and the T
Aulion will he coptinued until all is d 4 Dated this 35t |3
of July, 17695 )

R E,

AT JAMES HAMILL 'hath ' epehed

Tawn of Colerain, at the Sign of the Whize Hir
large and commodions Houfe wherein the ‘Revd.>Mr- Robers Hey:
land, ‘Retor of Colersin,) lately lived : Where h¢'ha laid ia a-S|
of the, belt Wines, aod Liguors of all. Kieds, . He has gaod §
for a Number of Horles, Hay, Ozts, and Grs's conveni

i o Conduét to merit the Approbat’

Any Gentlemen who inténd making an Excurfion to the Cufway, s =

* fnay have any Batertsinméat they chufer there o in Towa, by giv-r ¢

ing! Notice on a Poft-Day, before, on the mait reafopable Ter:
Colersin, 25th July, 1769- JAMES HAMI
A publick Ofdinary on every Siturday, &8 -
¢ of, November
th: of Yerga
Kitk’s Farm, called
aining - - - -
+ Ditto,- A Farm’ called Aliavady,
George Picken's Farm in the litle Koack
The Widows Hair aad Mc, Gogkin's F
James Pickea's Farm in Carnsmaroe! Sl
Propoials for the above Lahds to be received by Jibn Hill's
ra, in'the County of Anirim; or by’ James Reily fiean Carrick!
gus, who will thew the different Concerns.
N.B. Part. of the sbove Lands are w.
Remainder very capal
BLAKE, Partaer with Mr. Suston, ia Eaglend, \who s
one of the:firft that introduc:d sod eitabl the Suttorian
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THE SCOTCH-IRISH
WSAVANNAH

THE WYLLY FAMILY
OF COLERAINE
AND SAVANNAH

Around the middle of the eighteenth century, William Wylly,
an innkeeper and linen draper from Coleraine, County
Londonderry, emigrated to the Leeward Islands in the West
Indies. Several of his sons accompanied him. In the early
1750s one of William’s sons, Alexander, moved to Georgia
where he established a trading business and practiced law.
In 1763 he acquired a plantation near Savannah to which

he gave the name Colerain after his home in Ulster.

Richard Wylly's vault (far left) in Colonial Park Cemetery, Savannah.
Courtesy Carol M. Highsmith's America Project in the Carol M. Highsmith Archive,
Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division.

Alexander served as Speaker of the Commons House of @Georqfa,
Assembly from 1763 to 1768. In 1773 he became the clerk K

of Governor James Wright's Council. He was a loyalist :
during the Revolutionary War and fled to East Florida in
1776. He returned to Savannah in 1778, helping to defend
the city during the siege of 1779, and remained there until
his death in late 1780 or early 1781.

Unlike hiS brother Alexande]:, RiChaId Wylly tOOk the Side Obligation of Richard Wylly and Alexander Wylly of Savannah, to the King, for £100, 1768.

Courtesy New York Public Library.

of the Patriots in the Revolutionary War. From the late

1760s he had been operating as a merchant in Savannah,
AN ADDRESS
trading in a broad range of commodities including rum,

sugar, coffee and chocolate. During the Revolutionary War, ™
he was a colonel in command of a Georgia brigade and in MIBWBITTAS SOUIBTEE
1779 was the Deputy Quarter Master General in General ok pakioe tasei i
Lincoln’s army. His nephew, Thomas Wylly, served as his R s

assistant quarter master.

ALLRCH 1Tth,

RICHARD W. HABERSHAM

Captured by the British, Richard Wylly spent some time as =i e I .
a prisoner before being released. In 1782 he was described
by John Martin, the Governor of Georgia, as ‘a gentleman

of character and one who is much esteemed by his fellow

citizens’. Richard Wylly died at his home near Savannah

. . . . . An address delivered before the Hibernian society of the city of
n 1801 He was buried in Colomal Park Cemetery in one Savannah on the festival of St. Patrick, 1825. The author Richard Wylly

Habersham was a nephew of Alexander and Richard Wylly.

of a series of brick vaults known as the ‘Colonial vaults’.

French map of the siege of Savannah, 1779
Courtesy Library of Congress, Map Division.

x "
g JIEGE DE JAANNAH
farit par Je Ti’.-u:;l(:;}‘rﬂjl(‘uﬁum}.x Oridrar du Genéral D taing Tice-cluir
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DR JOHN CUMMING
AND THE
HIBERNIAN SOCIETY

John Cumming was born near the town of Ballymena in ——o o o i
County Antrim in 1768. Following a move to America, !:of Sal? Frelgh‘torfhart;l;,ANA
; ‘'~ The well found ship

he began to study medicine with a relative in Baltimore &a s-aunch, strong vessel, burthen

880 tons, coppeied to the bends——
before continuing his education in Edinburgh, which ;l’,,ov sold. she wi;,l l:e fr‘:ll:;ned or chartered,

. . . Y hi t o 1
was famed for the high standard of its medical school. ;::t;': ﬁ:n'fg;’; ‘I;el(n:;a i'ncmp't:::n’;r:;::":ol
On returning to America he lived for a time in Augusta reccive any ca.go. Fur terms, spply to
’ John & Joseph Cumming.

before moving to Savannah. Jan 13—p—5

The Republican; and Savannah Evening Ledger, 16 Jan. 1813.

Joseph Cumming was Dr John Cumming’s son.

Though often referred to as ‘Dr Cumming’, he seems to have
been primarily a merchant and factor in Savannah. He was
active in many other areas of city life. Soon after settling

in Savannah Cumming was instrumental in the creation

of the Savannah Volunteer Guard and was the force’s first
commander. He was one of the founders of the Georgia
Medical Society and was a member of the Independent
Presbyterian Church in Savannah, where he held the office
of elder. He also served as President of the Savannah
Branch of the United States Bank.

In 1812 Cumming was one of the founders of the Hibernian
Society of Savannah and was the original President of the
Society, serving from 1812 to 1815. Cumming was one of a

number of individuals with roots in Ulster to play an active

part in forming the Society. The second president, Moses
Cleland, was possibly from County Down. Another of the
founders was David Bell from County Down, who was the T —

Courtesy Carnegie Survey of the Architecture of the South,

last survivor of the original members. R S ——————
I S
In June 1838 Cumming and his wife Susanna perished
when the steamship Pulaski, on which they were travelling
to Baltimore, sank following an on-board explosion.
Warm tributes were paid to him by the members of the
Hibernian Society among others. The President of the
Society at the time of his death was his son George B.
Cumming who held this office for nearly a quarter of a

century, from 1832 to 1856.

“... it becomes the duty of their more fortunate
brethren settled in this free country, and enjoying
the benefits of its hospitality, to reach out the hand
of friendship, to tender the aid of a delicate charity,
and to offer any other assistance which fraternal,
manly, and kindly feelings may inspire.”

Extract from the preamble of the Hibernian Society’s charter,

adopted 17 March 1812
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THE HUNTER FAMILY
OF COUNTY DONEGAL

AND SAVANNAH

Three Hunter brothers, William, James and Alexander,
were prominent in business in Savannah in the early
nineteenth century. Two of their sisters, Isabella and Lydia
Elizabeth, also joined them there. They were the children
of Col. John Hunter, an army officer from Letterkenny

in County Donegal. It was claimed that this family was

descended from the Hunters of Hunterston in Scotland.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century William Hunter

was one of Savannah'’s leading merchants. He was a director

of the Bank of Discount and Deposit and was the Navy
Agent for Georgia. In August 1802 Hunter fought a duel
with Scottish-born David B. Mitchell, who had recently
completed his term as mayor of Savannah. Tensions
between the two men had been rising over the previous
months due to their political differences. In the duel

Mitchell’s second shot fatally wounded Hunter.

James Hunter continued the business and became one of
Savannah’s most respected businessmen in the first half

of the 1800s. He served as an alderman and was an active
member of the Independent Presbyterian Church. He was
one of the founders of the Hibernian Society in Savannah
in 1812 and served as President of the Society from 1816 to
1832. It was during his time as President that the Society
organised the first public St Patrick’s Day parade in 1824.

The third brother, Alexander, was also involved in the
commercial life of the city and for a time was surveyor of
the port of Savannah. He died in 1827 and his death notice
in the Savannah Republican stated that he was a native of
Donegal and had been in Savannah for 24 years. He was
secretary of the Hibernian Society at the time of his death
and the members agreed to wear mourning crepe on their

left arm for 30 days in his memory.

“UIP\H:}'."‘ OF COTTON CAP'URED AT SAVANNAH, F'R _\'E\\‘E\' RK, ON ACCOUNT OF THE_ U 8. GOVER:M

&= Discover
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[ENT. —FROM A

:B. Mitcasir,

On the 19th vlt. near Savan-
nah, Win. HUNTER, Efq.
“fell in.a Duel with Col. Davibp

At the ex-
change of the fecond fhot, he
received the ball in his breaft
and expired on che fpot.

Louisville Gazette, 1 Sept. 1802.

From An address delivered before the Hibernian society of the

city of Savannah on the festival of St. Patrick, 1825.

Suvawnah, 18th Marel, 1825,
Yo R. W. Habersham Eszq.
Dear Sir,

Permit me in behalf of the
membera of the Hibernian Society, of the City
of Savannah, te solicit for publication & Copy
af the Ovation delivered by you before the So-
ciety, on St. Patrick’s day.

LS. HUNTER
Pres. Hib, Boc,

Savannah Georgian, 15 March 1825.

Hibernian Socicety.
The memhers of the
Hibernian 8ociety, are
requested to meot at the
City-Hotel, on THURS-
DAY, the 17th inst. at
ten o’clock precisely.

By order of the Pres't.

ALEX. HUNTER, Sec’ry.
March 15 93

Shipment of cotton at Savannah, 1865.

Courtesy Library of Congress.
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THE SCOTCH-IRISH
WSAVANNAH

SOME OTHER
ULSTER CONNECTIONS
WITH SAVANNAH

Hugh McCall is generally considered to be the first e
historian of Georgia. The first volume of his work, HISTORY OF GEORGIA,
The History of Georgia: Containing Brief Sketches of the o

Most Remarkable Events, Up to the Present Day, was
BRIEF SKETCHES
published in Savannah in 1811, with the second volume

OF THE

following five years later. McCall was of Scotch-Irish
heritage and his father, Col. James McCall, had been a

prominent figure in the Revolutionary War. Hugh McCall UP TO TIIE PRESENT DAY.

MOST REMARKABLE EVENTS,

served as an officer in the United States Army and also
held the position of jailer in Savannah. He died in 1823

and was buried in Colonial Park Cemetery.

“The family of which [ am descended were Scots,
and in Scotland lived in the neighborhood of Calhoun,
properly Colquhoun. The time of their migration is not SAVANNAN:

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY SEYMOUR & WILLIANS

known, but McCalls, Harrises and Calhouns passed over i

from Scotland in the same ship to the northeast of Ireland
where they settled and remained two entire generations.

Then the three families migrated to Pennsylvania ...”
Thomas McCall, brother of Hugh McCall, writing in 1829

The Library Atlas of the World (1912), showing the location of Belfast, Bryan County, GA.
Courtesy David Rumsey Map Collection.

The rural community of Belfast, located in Bryan County,
was named for Belfast in Northern Ireland by a Maxwell
family that settled there in the mid 1700s. Belfast is also

the name of a river in Bryan County.

James Magee came from a family of printers and
publishers in Belfast. In 1787 his grandfather James
published an edition of Robert Burns’s first book of poetry.
The younger James emigrated to America and by the early
1820s had set himself up as a merchant in Savannah,
trading in rum and Irish linen. It is said that he made and

lost a fortune in Savannah. Later he moved to Mobile,

Alabama, where he again enjoyed success in business.
One story told about him is that he invited all those to
whom he owed money to a banquet and wrapped what was

due to each of them in their dinner napkins. During the
Title page of Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect by Robert Burns,

American Civil War, he was British Consul in Mobile. published in Belfast by James Magee

PEO B Mg,
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