THE GROWTH OF AN
INDUSTRIAL POWERHOUSE

The beginings of modern Befastcanbe traced
io theearly 1600s when anurhan settiement
began o emerge arond aford over the Rier
Farset Most of theinhabkantsat this time were
sefler sfromEngland and Scofiand.

Bythe endof the 1600s Befast was the premier
portinUkterand one of the larest n Ieland.
Belfasts gowth contnuedin the 1700s, though
steadly mtherthan spectaculary.

In the course of the nineteenth century Belfast
expanded ata pheromend rate — n 1800 its
popubtion goodat amund 20000 in 1911 itwas
385000makingitthelargestcity in rebnd The
easm for its gowth was dwntoindustna
expanson, andin particdar the applecation o
mechanisation o what had hihato been largel
catage ndistries Bdfast became the most
mportant Inen-podicing city in the wodd Atthe
tegiming of the twertieth century, more than
36,000 of Belfast's imhahitants, most of them
women, were ivolved in the textie ndwstry.

By the early1 9005, Bdfast had hemmean
ndustrial and commercial power howse, hometo
ome of the Brgest factores and frms in the warld.

Hartand & Wolff was thelaged shipvard in the
wirld, whik Ewart & Co.was the lged texile
frm inthe world. The York Street Aiax Spnning
Campany hadthe largest testie millinthe word;
and nearty Galher swas the bged cgarete
factory inthe world The Belfag Ropeworks was
the |ar st facility of kstype inthe world and
BeFast-based engineering fims ike Sroccoand
Mackig's wae gobalbrands. The term Belfast
made’ was synonymos with the best’.

@6 The ancestors of the quiet steady men
of business of to-daywere the Scottish
Preshyte rians of the seventeenth century.
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A CITY OF
MERCHANTS

The 1613 charter creating the corpor&ion of
Bdfastinduded aclaise graniing the right to
‘edaliish withinthe firanchises of the sadd
Burmghonewharfieor Key' where merchanis
coud badand urioal goods. Inthe 1600s &
enagelic andamiifiols merchani communiy,
manlyScotfish n origin emerged. These
merchanis enjoyed strong r ading Inkswih
Britan, Earope and the Ameri:as.

The eariest quay in Befast was m the sauth bank
of the River Farsat inwhat & now High Stredt .
Belfasts mercha nis todk the ead in buiding rew
quys and atending the docks The ma pr dficuly
for Beffast vasthat theapprad toits quays was
viaa shallowand winding channel which Im izd the
size of the vesseks thatwere abetodock Thanks
largdytothe ponearing wak of the B alast Board
(established n 1785) and is succesr, the Harbowr
Board (established n 1847), Belfasts harbour
faciites mpmed dram atialyinthe 18003

&® There are here many rich
merchants, and avery

considerable trade from fhis
part to Scotland, particulady
i Glasgow; the bwn andmost &
of the adjacent countybeing A
inhabited by the S cots. '
A New System of Geography,

ion ar

Thes odeswerdm nated byB dfasts merdhants
who had a vested inteest n devdmpng the pat. The
geatmachant fam s ofVictaian Belfagt inchded
the Sinchirs. Snciair Seamen's Preshyterian
Churchwas nam e for John Sinchair and enjoved the
Enemis support of other members of the famiy. The
names of ther leading merhants can be zenm
the memoria k erected on the mening of the
HMesandra Deck and Thompson Deck (Titanic's Dock).

Belfst-made gmdswer tamsprted amund the
world n Beffag-buit ships. The depatmant storeof
Rotinson &C lkeaver, whose grand building can be
sean nDmegall Square, wasthe br@st mai omder
bisness n the wrld. Belf ast ecognised dsefasa
ghbaltrading dty and this can beseenin many
architedural mferncesin thebuldng o the aty.

Above: Memonal pleque at Tt anic's Dock
Left: John Sinclair bust at Snclar Seamens
Presbyerian Church

ACITY OF
SHIPBUILDERS

In the 1580s Si Joim Pemrot, the Lord D eputy
o Ireland, consider ed Belfastio be‘the best
and most convenient placein Wster for the
estalisiment of shipbulding”

The eadiest knownship tohave been buil n
Belfast Lough was the Eagke Wing, whih was
constructed to fransport Preshyterans from Ukter
to New Englaindin 1636 wher they hoped toenjoy
rligos fredom (due to stomstheshipwas
driven back to relbind).

The beginning of themodem aainBelfags
shiphulding indugtry can be fracedto 1791 when
Wiliam Richie moved harefom Sdtcoas onthe
Myrshirecoast of Scotland Today the sie of he
shipjard & oupied bythe Harbowr Office and he
ongnal dock & buied beneath Corporatin Square.

The most famousfim of shiphuildersin Belfasts
histay is Harland & Wolff, formed in 1861 by an
Englehman, Edward Harland, and a German,
Gustav WoIff. This
company wou d soon
lead the word n terms
of modernshipdesigns.

ks mostfamous ship wasthe RN Titank: (launched
n1911) At is height the fimm was emploing over
30,000 men in Belfagt —a far cryfram the 10 men
whoworked n Richigsshipiardin 1791

There was alsothe "Wee Yard of Wokman, Clark
—'wee’only inthe sensethat it had alarger
neighbourfor & was il one of the brgest
shipyardsin the world. The War Memorid fo the
company's employees who diedin WW| canbe
sean atthe Pump Howse.

Amongthe forgotien shipbulders of Vicloran
Belfastis the fim Md Wane & Lewis. This
company was founded in 1868 by John Mcliwane
and Richard Lewis. Among the ships buil bythe
firm was one given the name Titanic — lamnched
over 20years before the famous vessel of the
same name.Rchard Lews was the grandfatber
of the world famows Chretan wiiter C. S Lews
whowas bom in Bdfast n 1898

@% When Icame o Belfast, here was only

abou six jobbing ship-carpeniers ... since | came

here, | have brought from Scoland several
ship-joiners, block-makers, and blacksmiths

William Ritchie, 31 July 1811

Snclar Seamen’s Pres bye ran Churc hand
Belfast Harbo urOffice atCorparation Square

BELFAST HARBOUR

TODAY

Belfa st Harbour c ontinues tobe a hive of
activity. In 2014 ne arly half a million freight
vehicles passed through the Harbour, while
23 mil lion tonnes were handled. Ferry
services connect Belfast to Caimryan in
Scotland and Liverpool, and each day there
are more thana dozen arrivals and

d epartures. Belfast is also an increasin gly
popular stop for cruise s hips.

In recent years the area around Belfast’s
historic docks and along the River Lagan has
been transformed. Titanic Quarter is now the
most popular area of thecityforvisitors with
numerous ourist a tractions that reflect on
the city's maritime herita ge. Titanic Belfa st
tells the siory of the famous liner that sank
onher maiden voyage in 1912. Nearby in the
Hamilton Dock is the mefi culously restored
Nomadic, the tend er whic h transfered
passengers from Cherbourg to the Titanic.

You can stand in the vastne ss of Titanic’s Dock, watch present-day cargo wessels,

andsee HMS Carofineint ke adjacent Alesandra Dock

Titanic s Dock and Pump House can also
bevisited. it was in Titanic's Dock, the
lamest dry dock in the wor d, that the
Titanic had her final fit-out. Close by is the
Alexandra Dock in which the hun dred-war
oldHMS Caroline is moored. For thosewho
wish to carry out search intotheir family
history the Public Record Officeof Northem
Ireland isalso located in Titanic Quarter.

Acmss the River Lagan, the doc kside has a
numberofimpres sive reminders of Belfasts
maritme heritage. The Harbour Office, which
stands on the site of William Ritchie's original
shipyand, boasts stained-glass windows
bearing thecrests of al the maprnations with
which Belfast fraded. The Heritage Room in
this building is open  the public. Located in
the former Gom Exchange is the new Discover
UlsterScots Cente which tells the sy of
Ulster's many connections with Scotland.

: : L a James Lawson’s map of Belfast Lough, 1789, drawn for ‘The Corparation for preserving and improving the Port and Harbour of Belfast’ (the Ballast Board).
Front cover: Princass Alaxandra cut the soi at the Alscandra Dock, where HMS Carline is moored today. oy L g =
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BELFAST

Belfast has almost entirely the look of
a Scotch town and the character of the

1584 Sir John Perrot, the Lord Deputy of Ireland,
considered Belfast the best place in Ulster for
shipbuilding
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Belfast's was due in no small measure to its many connections with B/IARI l Ih’l l | ::h;:n'ﬁ:i:m: h“ml EI!I,I:II“ 1613 Baffast's charter permitted the building of
Scotland. Scottish merchants established Belfast as a commercial centre in TRAI speaking is much more Scotch than Irish. Iah 'vgarﬁe Er I(s: ;I ;nr); convenient place uppon
the 1600s, and Scots 's shipbuilding industry. I . ] e Bay or Cresl elfast
As Belfast became increasingly industri ineteenth century so ) R 1636 The Eagre_lll‘ir@ was built in Belfast Lough
its commercial links with Glasgow and the Clyde became even stronger. ! to carmy Presbyterians to New England

1785 An act of parliament established a new
body to improve Belfast's port and harbour, the
Ballast Board

1791 William Ritchie from Ayrshire founded

a shipyard where Corporation Square is now
1816 The first steamship amived in Belfast;
regular services to Britain would be established
within a few years

1847 The Belfast Harbour Board was formed to
regulate and improve the port and harbour
18&1 Harland & Walff, the greatest shipbuilding
company in the world, formed by Edward Harland
and Gustaw Wolff

1867 Abercorn Basin and Hamilton Graving
Dock opened

Today there continue to exist strong connections between Belfast and Scotland.

Discover
Ulster-Scots

(BD0ETT) FERT"BEL 1 0P UENLM (ETTAME

1903 Construction began of the Thompson
Graving Dock, the largest dry dock in the world
H 1911 The Titanic was launched in Belfast;
T # it sank on its maiden voyage from Southampton
: BEFORE TITANIC. BEYOND TITANIC o lewlorkin 1312
. ’ 193945 Belfast shipyards constructed more
Belfast’s maritime history stretches back centuries. This heritage trail will take you to some of Belfast's most historic sites, from the than 140 warships; Harland & Wolff's local
earliest surviving portions of its dock infrastructure to the modem Titanic Belfast visitor attraction. The success of the port of Belfast workforce rose to more than 30,000
is testament to the ingenuity and enterprise of numerous individuals. You will discover more about some of them along the way, leaming 1969-74 The iconic Belfast landmarks,
about their achievements and finding out how their legacy is being preserved and promoted today. the cranes Samson and Goliath, were erected
H - 2012 The opening of Ttanic Belfast,
.
: William Ritchie from Saftcoat: Harland & Wolff werethe [ e 2 majo e fourst afracton,
illiam Ritchie from 5 W rin Wolff wer . - A | i hi - I
g in Ayrshire was Batfast's pionear world's higgest shipbuilders, m?ﬁﬁsw;:t nfzr[;:: ;;xs tODk pln’- i mm £00,000
y g shiphuilder. His Clarendon employing tens of thousands at Dargan Road, at the entrance visitors in its first year
i@n.‘.‘,—u..k Dock can be visited today. of workers in Beffast. 1o Baffast Harbour.

| I
| |



NORTH BELFAST

YORK STREET "
Located in what was once the heart of the city's maritime commerzial
district, the York Street Mural depicts Ulster-Scots people and firms
who connected Belfast fo the world and highlights their connections
1o the north of the city, which was the historic birthplace of our
shipbuilding industry. The mural is on a Victorian raitway building,
once part of the sprawling York Street Terminus of the Beffast and
Northern Counties Railway and is still in use by Translink foday.

York Street, BT15 16Y

SINCLAIR SEAMEN'S CHURCH

This congregation developed from the work of the Seamen's
Friend Socigty in the port of Belfast. Following the death in
1856 of John Sinclair, a wealthy Belffast merchant and
philanthropist, his widow and brother Thomas donated £1,000
towards the construction of a meeting house for the new
congregation. The building opened in 1857. The interior of the
church is well known for its many nautical features including
a pulpit shaped like a ship's prow.

Corporation Square, BT1 3AT

BELFAST HARBOUR OFFICE

Standing on the site of William Ritchie’s shipyard of 1791

is the Harbour Office, the headguarters of Harbour Board.
Designed by the Board's engineer, George Smith, it was built
between 1852 and 1854, with an extension added in 1891-5.
Dominated by Belfast's Ulster-Scots commercial elite, the
Harbour Board was instrumental in the development of the
city's port infrastructure. The Heritage Room in the Harbour
(ifice tells the story of the port of Belfast.

Corporation Square, BT1 3AT

CLARENDON DOCK

The earliest surviving part of Belfast’s port infrastructure is
the No. 1 Graving Dock, beside the Harbour Office, which was
constructed between 1796 and 1800 by William Ritchie, the
Pyrshire-born shipbuilder who had moved to Belfast in 1791,
on behalf of the Ballast Board. The No. 2 Graving Dock as well
as the Dock Buildings were completed in 1826 to designs by
another Scotsman, David Logan from Angus.

Clarendon Road, BT1 3AG

CORN EXCHANGE

The Com Exchange was built by a company of grain
merchants and opened in 1852, It was described in 1835
as 'a substantial structure in the best Scotch stone and is
regarded as one of the most elegant specimens of
architecture in the town'. In 1859, a soiree was held here
to mark the centenary of the birth of Scottish poet Robert
Bums. In 2014 the Com Exchange was transformed into the
Discover Ulster-Scots Centre.

Victoria Street, BT1 3GA

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Evidence of Preshyterian worship at this site dates back to 1695
and the present building, which dates from 1783, is Belfast’s
oldest suniving place of worship. The church is oval in plan and
the interior has intricate wooden carvings, notable stained-glass
windows and traditional bat pews. Beffast’s leading shipbuilder,
Edward Harland, was an active and generous member of the
congregation. Members of the Andrews family, inchuding the
designer of the Titani, Thomas Andrews, also worshipped here.

Rosemary Street, BT1 108

CUSTOM HOUSE

Completed in 1857, the Custom House is one of Belfast's
finest public buildings. [t was designed in an ltalianate style
by Charles Lanyon and its construction reflected the
prosperity of the fown's business community in the mid
Victorian era. The pediment on the east side is especially
worth noting for its sculptured figures of Britannia, Neptune
and Mercury. The 19th-century novelist Anthony Trollope briefly
worked here as a Post Office Surveyor.

Custom House Square, BT1 3ET

DONEGALL QUAY

The earliest quay in Belfast was on the south bank of the
River Farset in what is now High Street. In the 18th and early
1%h centuries new quays were built by wealthy merchants.
The quay built by David Tomb in 1804 became known as
Donegall Quay. Later this name was given to a much longer
stretch of the dockside. Donegall Quay was the place of
embarkation for passengers, livestock and goods travelling on
ferries to Britain.

Donegall Quay, BT1 3AT
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1 BELFAST
<) MARITIME
W TRAIL

A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
A SEAFARING CITY
A GLOBAL CITY

BELFAST'S HISTORIC

DOCKS AND SHIPYARDS
17911911

Many of Belfast's oldest shipyarts and docks
have not survived, but Clarendon Dock,
Hamilton Dock, Alexandra Dock and
Titanic’s Dock have been carefully
preserved and can be visited today.

1) William Ritchie’s shipyard — 1791
later Charles Connell & Sons

2) Ritchie & McLaine's shipyard — 1811

3) Thompson & Kirwan's shipyard — 1851

4) Robert Hickson's shipyard — 1853
later Harland & Wolff

5) Workman, Clark & Co. North Yard — 1880

6) Mcliwaine & Lewis's shipyard — 1884
later the South Yard of Workman, Clark

T) Mlexandra Dock — 1889
8) Thompson (Titanic's) Dock — 1911

MARITIME PUBLIC ART *
1) Angel Sculpture - Mission to Seafarers

2) The Big Fish

3) Commander Calder Memorial Fountain

j B || 4) Trtanic Airfic Kit

Ta i 0 ol 5) Charlie Chaplin
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TODAY, THEREAREOVER 1 MILLION
PASSENGERUJOURNEYS BETWEEM
BELFASFAND SCOTLAND EACHAEAR

NORTH BELFAST rrom BELFAST HARBOUR OFFICE

EAST BELFAST FRom TITANIC BELFAST

EAST BELFAST

QUEEN'S QUAY

Inthe 18405 port facilities on the County Down side of the
Lagan began to be actively developed. Queen's Quay was built
by James Little & Son and completed in 1846. The quay was
rehuilt in 1875-7. Adjoining the quay was the terminus of the
Belfast & County Down Raitway. In the 1990s the ara was
cleared to make way for the Odyssey entertainment complex,
the first feature of the newly named Titanic Quarter’.

(lween's Ouay, BT3 900

ABERCORN BASIN

The Abercom Basin, exdending to more than 10 acres of water
surface, was built in response to an increased need for
additional dock acoommodation and improved harbour
facilities, especially from Belfast’s shipbuilders. Despite the
opposition of those who wanted it buit on the Antrim side, work
began in 1864. The basin was officially opened on 2 October
1867, by the 2nd Marquess of Abercom, Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland. Today it is the location of a marina.

(ueen's Quay, BT3 300

SS NOMADIC & HAMILTON DOCK

The first graving dock on the County Down side of the
Lagan, the Hamilton Dock was opened in 1867 and named
for Sir James Hamilton, Chairman of the Harbour Board.
Moored in it is the Belfast-built 33 Nomadic, the tender
which transfemed the 1st and 2nd Class passengers from
Cherbourg to the Titanic in April 1912. The Nomadic was
brought back to Belfast in 2006, carefully restored, and is
now open to the public.

(ueen's Road, BT3 30T

TITANIC BELFAST

(Of the hundreds of ships constructed in Belfast over the
centuries, by far the best known is the RMS Titanic which
was built by Harland & Wolif and launched in front of an
estimated 100,000 people in 1911. Opened in April 2012
to coincide with the centenary of the sinking of the Ttanic,
the hugely successful Titanic Belfast visitor attraction tells
the story of this remarkable liner through a series of
galleries and interactive displays.

Olympic Way, BT3 9EP

HARLAND & WOLFF HEADQUARTERS
Dating from the early 20th century, the Harland & Wolif
Headquarters Building housed the administrative offices of the
company and included the distinctive drawing offices wher
naval architects and draughtsmen designed vessals, including
the Titanic. The building continued to be used by Harand &
Wolff until 1989. tt was subsequently acquired by Tianic
Quarter Ltd and there are now plans restore the structure and
1o develop it into a wisitor attraction and boutique hotel.
Queen's Road, BT3 90T

YARDMEN SCULPTURE &
WESTBOURNE 'SHIPYARD CHURCH
(Overlooked by the iconic Harland & Wolff cranes, Samson and
(Goliath, The Yardmen is a bronze sculpture depicting three
shipyard workers retuming home fo East Belfast. Across the
Newiownards Road stands Westhourne Presbyterian Church which
opened in 1880, & was known as the ‘Shipyard Church” because
many of its members worked for Hartand & Wolf. Not far away ar
the ‘Ship of Dreams’ Mural and the Dee Street Titanic Mural

Newtownards Road, BT4 1AB

HMS CAROLINE

Built in Birkenhead and launched in 1914, HMS Caroline is
the last ship afloat to have taken part in the Battle of
Jutland in 1916. In 1924 she was transfemred to Belfast to
become a training ship for the Ulster Division of the Royal
Naval Volunteer Reserve. During WWII the Camiine served
as the headquarters of the Royal Navy in Belfast. In 2011
the ship was decommissioned. Funding has been secured
to transform the vessel into a visitor attraction.

Northern Ireland Science Park, Queen's Road, BT3 90T

TITANICS DOCK & PUMP HOUSE
Now known as Titanic's Dock, the Thampson Dock was
built between 1903 and 1911 and at the time of its
opening was the largest dry dock in the world. It was
named for Robert Thompson, a farmer's son from
Ballylesson, County Down, who was Chairman of the
Harhour Board and one of Belfast's leading industrialists.
It was in this dock that the Titanic had her final fit-out
before leaving Belfast. The adjoining Pump House has
been tumed into a visitor centre.

Northem Ireland Science Park, Queen’s Road, BT3 90T




