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ULSTER DAY : 28 SEPTEMBER 1912

- To GLASGOW in 6: hours

By Steamer and Special Express Train.

CHANNEL PASSAGE ONLY 4 HOURS,
THE SPLENDID NEW PADDLE STEAM SHIP,

‘A D E . .A
Built expressly for this Station,
- George Donnan, Commander,
Will Sail regularly (casualties excepted), as under :—
BELFAST TO GLASGOW,
VIA ARDROSSAN,

T.h!‘_fll_f _mmﬁ'!!&'MAr
At 4-5 p.m,

A Special Express its .
Steamer at Ardrossan, b passengers reach
Glasgow about 1&45°=eioeﬂamh tuns) same evening.

GLASGOW TO BELFAST,
VIA ARDROSSAN,
EVERY TUESDAY, THURSDAY, & SATURDAY
At 415 p.m.

A Special Express Train will leave the Ayrshire
Railway Station, Bridge Street, Glasgow, at 4-15
p-m., in time for the Steamer "from Ardrossan at
530" p.m., arriving in Belfast about 10-45 oc‘.loek
same evening

Carria d W L
H The Rallway Carrioges and Wagons go
BELFAST TO DUMFRIES,
VIA ARD.ROSSAN,_ _
EVERY MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, & FRIDAY,
at 4-5 o’clock p.m.
Passengers must proeeed from Ar&r;rmpuﬂrlt

: DUMFRIES TO BELFAST,
| i _ z EVERY TUESDAY, TEUBSDAY&SATUBD&Y,
E. -qwgm e ) 1 By Trains from Dumfries at 7-45 a.m., and 12-11
B T "“‘ et o F o oy, noon,
L L[ L . i &a" ThuthlauMengm are Booked only by the

7-45
Fares, including dway arga uﬂd Steward's Fees.
Return sts available for

4 days
Bn.loan&nt Bteenga&s:d aaloo:n&m
Class. Class,

129. 6d 3s. 0d. 20s.,0d.

rdrossan, © 106, 04, 8 0d.  1Bs.0d.

SHIPBUILDING AT BELFAST. GREAT LINERS APPROACHING COMPLETION. an, 18s. 0&. Ts. Bdu W‘& M.
. . Sl Dumfries. l&s. 0d.  7s 6d. 27s.
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ULSTER'S THE CAMPAIGN
SOLEMN LEAGUE THAT BECAME
AND COVENANT A COUNTRY

CARSON,CRAIG
SINCLAIR &
MONTGOMERY

The introduction of the Home Rule Bill in 1886 split the Liberal Party and the Bill was defeated.
In Ulster, the Presbyterians, who were traditionally Liberal, became Liberal Unionists and found
common cause with the Anglican gentry with whom they had often disagreed, laying the
foundations for modern Unionism. Gladstone tried again in 1892-3; this time the Bill was
passed by the Commons but was defeated by the Lords.

In 1910, a new Liberal government came to power under H.H. Asquith, but it was dependent
on the votes of Irish Nationalists, who demanded a third Home Rule Bill as the price for their
support. As a result of the 1911 Parliament Act, the Lords could only delay any legislation
passed by the House of Commons and the passage of the Third Home Rule Bill seemed
inevitable. Unionist opposition to Home Rule was mobilised like never before.

By this time the leadership of Unionism had
shifted decisively towards the self-made
commercial and professional classes of
Belfast and away from the landed gentry.
Aristocrats like the Duke of Abercorn and

Marquess of Londonderry remained important

figureheads, but those who now ran Unionism

had honed their leadership skills in business — and,

While Craig and Sinclair brought organisational
flair and intellectual force to the movement,
Unionism's greatest asset was to have a
charismatic leader who held an unrivalled place
in the hearts and minds of the people. Sir
Edward Carson was not from Ulster, though like
Craig and Sinclair, he was of Scottish ancestry.
A brilliant lawyer and MP for Trinity College Dublin,

quite often, the army. Exemplifying this new breed of leader he had been leader of the Irish Unionist MPs at Westminster
was James Craig. A man with great organisational ability, he was a since February 1910 and in June 1911 he accepted the leadership of
director of the Dunville distillery, had served in the Boer War, and had Unionism. An inspirational figure, he brought real gravitas to the role.

been the MP for East Down since 1906.
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Boughey William Dolling Montgomery was the
man who advised that Craig he should consider
the old ‘Scotch Covenant’ as a basis for the
public pledges which became the Ulster
Covenant. B.W.D. was highly aware of his own

Ulster-Scots ancestry, descended from the

Montgomeries who had come to Ulster in the early

1600s. His father was Church of Ireland rector of

Another key figure in the Unionist leadership
is a man now largely forgotten in the public
consciousness. Thomas Sinclair was born in
Belfast in 1838 and was an outstanding
student at RBAI and Queen's. A leading figure in
Belfast’s business community, he was a generous
philanthropist and one of the most prominent lay

members of the Presbyterian Church. A well-respected member of the Dromore in County Down. B.W.D. served in the British Army and was a
Liberal Party, he declined electoral office, but played a key role as an successful businessman who had been one of the founders of the Ulster
organiser and thinker. After the party split, he was a leader of the Liberal Defence Union in 1893. He lived on the Antrim Road, signed the Covenant

Unionists and was instrumental in bringing Presbyterians to prominence at City Hall on Ulster Day, and became a commander of a battalion of the
within Unionism. He also organised the Great Unionist Convention of 1892.  UVF in North Belfast.
He set forth very clearly the position of Unionism is his essay for the 1912

publication Against Home Rule. More so than perhaps any of his

contemporaries, Sinclair was conscious of his Ulster-Scats heritage.

Before the battle is won,
Mr Asquith will realise the
stern stuff of which the
Ulster Scot is made

JAMES CRAIG,
QUOTED IN THE ABERDEEN JOURNAL,
1 NOVEMBER 1913
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ULSTER DAY : 28 SEPTEMBER 1912

WHITELAW REID, ULSTER-SCOTS AMERICAN AMBASSADOR ~ PRESBYTERIAN ANTI-HOME RULE CONVENTION

“‘S,Ji WOODBUR\
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ULSTER'S THE CAMPAIGN
SOLEMN LEAGUE THAT BECAME
AND COVENANT A COUNTRY

SCOTTISH
ORIGINS OF THE
COVENANT

The strength of the popular opposition to Home Rule led some to put forward the idea of
a solemn oath or pledge that would be taken by all Unionists. James Craig was given the
task of producing this. In his book, Ulster’s Stand for the Union (1922), Ronald McNeill,
an Ulsterman who was MP for a Kent constituency, recounts how the idea for a covenant
came about:

‘... Gaptain James Craig happened to be occupying himself one day at The initial idea was simply to adapt the wording of this covenant, but it
the Constitutional Club in London with pencil and paper, making was soon realised that its language and length made it unsuitable for
experimental drafts that might do for the proposed purpose, when he the present situation. Nonetheless, the idea for a covenant persisted and
was joined by Mr B.W.D. Montgomery, Secretary of the Ulster Club in the task of preparing the text was taken up by Thomas Sinclair. After
Belfast, who asked what he was doing. “Trying to draft an oath for our widespread consultation and input from the Protestant churches, the
people at home,” replied Craig, “and it's no easy matter to get at what final wording was agreed and on 19 September 1912 Carson read the
will suit.” “You couldn’t do better,” said Montgomery, “than take the text of the Covenant from the steps of Craigavon House.

old Scotch Covenant. It is a fine old document, full of grand phrases,
and thoroughly characteristic of the Ulster tone of mind at this day.”
Thereupon the two men went to the library, where, with the help of the
club librarian, they found a History of Scotland containing the full text
of the celebrated bond of the Covenanters ...’

By this time, it had been agreed that 28 September would be ‘Ulster Day’
and preparations for marking it were well underway. Throughout Ulster
(and beyond) venues for signing the Covenant (and the accompanying
Women'’s Declaration) were identified. In Belfast the Covenant would be
signed in the magnificent surroundings of City Hall. In order to raise
heighten interest in Ulster Day, an extensive Covenant Campaign was

y
Ynu could" t dn hetter tha" undertaken, starting in Enniskillen and culminating eleven days later in
a massive rally at the Ulster Hall in Belfast on the eve of Ulster Day.
take the old Scotch Covenant.
ltisafine oldd
t Is a I"e 0 0c“ment Below: a Victorian engraving of the signing of Scotland’s National

B.W.D. MONTGOMERY Covenant in Greyfriars Kirkyard in Edinburgh, 1638

"... The kinship of this tough people with the
Lowlanders of Scotland, in character as in blood,
was never more signally demonstrated than when
they decided ... to emulate the example of their
Scottish forefathers in binding themselves
togethier by a solemn league and Covenant ...
_' IIIINAI.II McNEILL,
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ULSTER DAY : 28 SEPTEMBER 1912
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ULSTER DAY : 28 SEPTEMBER 1912

BRITISH LEAGUE FOR THE SUPPORT OF ULSTER
AND THE UNION

THE BRITISH COVENANT

Awd F:é “"”'ﬁﬁ'{g
L 2 VINEE

THE BRITISH COVENANT,
Brisk Signing In Aberdeen.

Ulster-Scots Agency

Boord o Ulster-Scotch

@ DiscoverUlsterScots.com




ULSTER DAY : 28 SEPTEMBER 1912

THE GREAT WAR & THE FOUNDATION OF
NORTHERN IRELAND

CARSON’S ULSTER VOLUNTEER FORCE

5 L
every generation, cvery family. every provinee and every city;

COLONEL FRED CRAWFORD ;
ULSTER'S SOLEMN -LEAGUE‘

AND COVENANT
& WOME]

On ULSTER DAY, 28 September 1912,
471,414 Ulster men and women signed
Ulster’s Solemn League and Covenant
and the associated Women's Declaration to express
their opposition to Home Rule for Ireland.

IN THIS BUILDING
when they gathered to sign thei -y
inspired by the Seottish Covenants of 1581, 1638 and 1643,
Their actions are momentous in the

histoey of the British lsles,
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" And that these days should be remembered and kept throughaut
s
T A6 HAHLSY

FUBLISHED BY THE ULSTER-SCOTH AGENEY
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