In the winter of 130607, Robert Bruce with several hundred of his men,
and probably including his brother Edward, sought refuge on Rathlin
Island. Fragmentary remains survive of ‘Bruce’s Castle’ at the north-
east comer of the island. its builders might have been members of the
Anglo-Norman Bisset family and it was probably here that Bruce spent
his months on Rathlin. In 2007, a blue plague was unveiled on the
island to commemorate Robert's time there. |-
Visit by ferry from Ballycastie: www.rathlinballycastieferry.com (BT54 6BT) & %=
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EDWARD

According to Barbour's Brus, the Scottish army landed at Wolringis Fyrth’ in
|ate May 1315. This has been interpreted as Lame Lough. Another source gives
‘Clondonne’ which possibly refers to the mouth of the Glendun at Cushendun.
It is likely that a force of 6,000 men would have needed several landing places
along the Antrim coastline. The present ruins of Olderfleet Castle are probably
those of a 16th-century building that may stand on an earlier site.

View the Lough from Larne Town Park, Glenarm Road, Larne (BT40 1DT)

BATIT@CEBURN
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The scene of one of the most important battles of medieval Ulster, the
cathedral city of Connor was a place of some importance in the early
1300s. The Battle of Connor was fought on 10 September 1315 and
resulted in a resounding defeat for the Anglo-Norman forces led by the
Earl of Ulster. Today there are two signs on the approaches to the village
of Connor which include a representation of Edward Bruce.

Connor is six miles south-east of Ballymena (BT42 3RB)

EDIMBURGH

The most important town of the Anglo-Norman earldom of Ulster,
Carrickfergus still has a number of reminders of its medieval past.
Carrickfergus was the effective headquarters of the Scottish army in
Ulster and it was here that Edward Bruce was inaugurated King of
Ireland in June 1315. Though the town was seized at the beginning of
the campaign, the gamison in the 12th-century castle held out for some
time before eventually surrendering to the Scots.
www.carrickfergus.org/tourism (BT38 7BE)
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The former inauguration site of the 0"Neills, Tullahogue is a tree-covered
earthwork standing atop a hill with excellent views. The site was maintained
by the 0’Hagans, the local ruling family. There was once a stone coronation |
chair —the "Stone of the Kings' — but this was destroyed by English troops
in 1602 during the Nine Years' War. It is possible that Edward Bruce led his
Scottish army close by Tullahogue in his march to Coleraine in 1315.
Tullywiggan Road, Tullahogue, Cookstown (entry via a steep lane)
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On 23/24 June 1314 the forces of Robert Bruce won a stunning victory
at Bannockburn over a much larger English army. The smaller, agile,
Scots army of around 7,000 men routed the 20,000-strong English force
that had marched from Berwick to relieve Stirling Castle that was being
besieged by the Scots. Robert's brother Edward played his part in the
victory, leading one of the four Scottish divisions.

Battle of Bannockburn Visitor Centre, Glasgow Road, Stirling (FK7 0U)

Dunfermline is one of the best places in Scotland to explore its medieval
past. Robert Bruce died in 1329 and his body (minus his heart) was
interred in Dunfermling Abbey. His tomb was rediscovered in 1818 and
is now marked by a fine brass cover. Look out for ‘King Robert the Bruce
in large stone lettering at the top of the tower of the abbey church. Each
year Dunfermline hosts an annual Bruce festival.
www.dunfermlineabbey.co.uk (KY12 TPE)

A place of immense strategic importance, Edinburgh Castle was much
fought over during the Wars of Independence. It was captured for the Bruces
in a daring assault in 1314, a few months before Bannockburn. At the
entrance to the castle are two stone statues, the one on the left representing
Robert Bruce (King Robert [) and the other Sir William Wallace. The exhibition
features a tableau of Robert’s crowning by his supporters at Scone in 1306.
Castiehill, Edinburgh www.edinburghcastie.govuk (EH1 2NG)

Byr was the most strategically important port on the south-west coast of
Scotland. In recognition of its military and civil importance Ayr had been
raised to the status of a Royal Burgh in 1205. It was the location of
Robert Bruce's assembly (or parliament) of 26 April 1315 that endorsed
the campaign. A month later, on 25 May, the Scottish fleet camying
6,000 men set sail for Ayr for the coastling of County Antrim.

Esplanade, Ayr (KAT 10T) / Montgomerie Terrace, Ayr (KAT 1JL)

The abbey at Crossraguel, conveniently located alongside the main road from
Byr to Stranraer, just south of Maybole, was founded by Duncan, Earl of
Carrick, in the early 1200s. Duncan was an ancestor of Robert Bruce and it
is known that Bruce was baptised here. Though much of the complex of
buildings has been lost, the ruin is still impressive and an excellent view of
the site can be seen from the top of the gatehouse.

AT7 between Turnberry and Maybole www.historic-scotiand. gowuk (KA19 8HQ)

CARRICEFERGUS

(One of the most impressive of the mottes built by the Anglo-Normans
was at Dundonald. At this beginning of the 1300s Richard De Burgh,
the Earl of Ulster, was in possession of it. Dundonald was particularly
badly affected during the Bruce campaign. In 1333, it was recorded that
‘there was a castle which is now prostrate and destroyed by the War of
the Scots’. The motte is now set in a public park.

Moat Park, Comber Road, Dundonald (BT16 2AH)
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BARBOUR'S BRUS, 1375

In a beautiful setting with excellent views of the Mourne Mountains
and Carlingford Lough, this impressive castle in state care is mainly
13th-century in date. it was captured by the forces of Edward Bruce
in 1315/6 and a Scottish gamison placed in it under the command of
Robert de Coulrath. It was afterwards retaken by the Anglo-Normans.
Later, in 1328, Robert Bruce proposed holding a meeting here to agree
a peace treaty between the Scots and the English.

Greencastle, Kilkeel www.greencastlecodown.org (BT34 4LR)
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The defeat of the Scottish army at the Battle of Faughart marked the end
of the Bruce campaign in Ireland. Edward Bruce was killed in the fighting

* o«

. - imalving Edwand's victory at Leads
and his body afterwards quartered with his head sent to Edward . A = the Bruces znd Richard withhundreds leads successful ~ Edward Bruceleads  Edward Bruceleave  kelandatornear the Battleof Connor  campaign as far south of Faughart. Edward
strong tradition persisted, however, that he was buried in the old g de Burgh, Earl of Ulster, of his supportersand ~ military campaign  one of the four Ay for east Anirim. Camickfergus, near Ballymena as Limerick with did nat wait for
graveyard at Faughart. A rough rectangular stone marks the supposed - forms the first step should his brother hey allies. Edward winning battles at  Scalfish divisions They win the Battleof ~ supported bylrish  leaves him master  Edward. The Scots fail  reinforcements from
site of Bruce's grave with a recently-placed bilingual plaque at its head. s fowards a Bruce claim  Robert Bruce not Bruce was probably Kirmoughtree in the battle. Mounthill and proceed  allies and “the kings  of Ulster. 1o take Dublin and Scotland and was killed.

Between Newry and Dundalk, just off the N1 motorway o the Scottish crown.  accept it with him. to Carmickfergus. of that country’. eturn northwards.

One of the most impressive castles anywhere in Ireland, Castleroche was

built by the de Verdons in the 13th century. it is spectacularly situated on s

a rock outcrop with excellent views of the surrounding countryside. The g
R

IRELAIID BEFORE THE BRUCES

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY, Ireland was divided
between areas where the Anglo-Norman lords held sway and regions that were
controlled by powerful Gaelic Irish families. In Ulster the Anglo-Normans were
strongest in the east of the province, especially in the coastal regions of
counties Antrim and Down. The seat of Anglo-Norman power in Ulster was the
town of Camickfergus with its imposing castle that had been begun in the late
twelfth century by John de Courcy. The most powerful Anglo-Norman lord was
Richard de Burgh, the Earl of Ulster — Robert Bruce's father-in-law. Among
the other leading Anglo-Norman families in Ulster were the Mandevilles,
Bissets, Logans and Savages. The leading Gaelic Irish figure in Ulster was
- Domhnall O Neill, king of Tyrone, a distant cousin of the Bruces.

Depiction of Robert Bruce on the amival signage at Lochmaben, Dumiries & Gallway

IRELAIID AFTER THE BRUCES

THE BRUCE CAMPAIGN OF 131518 HAD A DEVASTATING IMPACT on the Anglo-
Norman earidom of Ulster. Richard de Burgh seems not to have attempted to
restore his lands and for an investigation some 15 years after the end of the
campaign recorded the continued state of dereliction of the earidom as a result
of the ‘War of the Scots”. In 1333, the last resident Earl of Ulster, William de
Burgh, was killed near Belfast. Around 1350 a branch of the Tyrone 0'Neills
moved eastwards and established a base in south Anirim, in time extending
their power to east Antrim and north County Down, controlling areas that had
previously belonged to the eardom of Ulster. In 1605, two Ayrshiremen, James
Hamilton and Hugh Montgomery acquired large tracts of these lands which
were then tenanted by Scots, many of them descended from allies of the Bruces.

Depiction of Edward Bracz on the amival signage =t Connor, County Antrim.

castle suffered at the hands of the Scottish army of Edward Bruce and
his Irish allies and was described in 1316/7 as “so burned and destroyed
by the Scots and Irish that no profit could be received’.

Between Dundalk and Crossmagien off the N53
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An important Anglo-Norman town, Dundalk suffered a devastating attack
by the Scots on 29 June 1315 when the friary and its contents were
bumed and many other buildings were razed. Some accounts place
Edward Bruce's inauguration as King of Ireland at or near Dundalk in
1316. There is even a pub called King Bruce's Tavern in Francis Street

in Dundalk town centre which stands on the site of Mortimer's Castle.
County Museum Dundalk, Jocelyn Street, Dundalk www.dundalkmuseum.ie [

COLRTY

In this village, located a few miles south of Maybole on the main rad

' linking Ayr and Stranraer, is a ruined church that was once attended by
' the poet Robert Bums. He immortalised the village cobbler (or souter) in

Tam o’ Shanter. Johnnie Souters Cottage is across the road from the

| church. A stone font within the church ruins is said to have been the one

used for Robert Bruce's christening.
AT7 between Turnberry and Maybole (KA19 BHY)

Robert Bruce was born here in 1274 and possibly his younger brother
Edward also. In 1286 an agreement — the Turnberry Band' — was
signed here which formed the basis of the Bruce claim to the crown
of Scotland. While the Bruces were on Rathlin, the castle was taken
by the English, but they won it back in a surprise attack in February
1307. Today only fragmentary ruins remain of the castle alongside the
world-famous Tumbery golf course.

Can be viewed from the beach or from the A719 road to Maidens

A Cistercian abbey was founded at Glenluce in the early 1190s by
Roland, Lord of Galloway. Though much of the abbey has gone, it is still
possible to imagine what it must once have looked like. Near the end of
his life, in the early months of 1329, Robert Bruce made a pilgrimage to
53t Ninian's Shrine at Whithorn Priory. He rested at Glenluce before
continuing on his journey.

Glenluce, Newton Stewart www.historic-scotiand. govuk (DG8 0JH)

The first major clash following Bruce’s return from Rathlin Island was

in March 1307 when Robert Bruce and his men attacked an English force
at Glen Trool. Taking advantage of the temain to stage an ambush, the
encounter was brief and resulted in a Scottish victory. This battle is
regarded as the beginning of the campaign for Scottish independence.

A large monument stone with inscription was installed here in 1929.

Take the AT14 from Newton Stewart www.gallowayforestpariccom (DG8 652)

The Bruce ancestors of Robert Bruce settled at Lochmaben around 1200
and built an earthen motte. They were lords of Annandale and this was
their principal power centre. Robert Bruce's grandfather, known as The
Competitor', died there in 1295. This motte is now within a golf course.
A later castle stands on a promontory in Castle Loch and was begun
around 1300 by Edward | of England during the Wars of Independence.
Take the AT09 from Dumfries (DG11 1LP)




THE LARIIE LAINDING

Awording to Barbour the Scottish fleet ‘amived sfely ... without skirmishor attack, and sert thar
ships every mehome' Bathur spedfies the lcation forthe landing as Woringis Fyrih’, i Viking's
Forth, which has traditonally been indersiood as being Lame lowgh. The Lavd Amnals efe o
‘Clandonne’ which has been interpreted as ether Clondunmales (now Drumadis, Lame) or possibly
Glendun further up thecoast Alarge flet would have nesded mutiple landing beations.

The stary of the amwalof the Scottsh army in thelame areawaspased down through the gererations
and was well knownin the nineteenth century. On 3 January 1893, the antijuarianF.). Bigger spolke to
the Belfast Art Society onsui ablesubjects for historzal picturs. He saic

‘.- On 25th May 1315, Lord Edwand Brucelanded at Olderfleet Lame, with a great
company of Scoftsh nobiliy and 6 000 men. What a pidure this wold make! The Camn
stillremainsas keetoforg and aiffcient of the ancient castk of the Bisets o give an
acmmie deaof its original appearance the watersof the lough covered by ananimaed
squadmn galkys, cowded with armed men, each ship displayngthe flag of the chnon
board, whilstthat bearng the Bruce would be disinguished by a Royal bamer ..’

" Biggerhad his wishfulfiled in 1899when the bochure poduced
- 1 for the Lame Grand Fete featured on its front cover an ilugtration
rcrating theamval of Bce and his fleet n 1976, a reenactment
| ewntwas feldin Larne entitled ‘The Bruce Cawalcade’ when
hundreds of paopk lired the gmeets.

LarneLough. Brc 5 Bedis likdy tohae landd atmulfple bedonsalng the s tAnkim
mazine - 3 et chofland whch had e m greated b hisanedos by Kig Jdn in fie @ry 1200z
An sfimaied Inillim pe qpleawery yer il by By between Sof land and Nt hem irdand.

FOLLOW THE FOOTSTEPS
OF THE BRUCES
ACROSS SCOTLAIID, ULSTER
ATD IRELAIID.

TEXT BY: Mark Thompson, Dr Eric Graham, Dr William Roulston.

'WITH THANKS TO- Robert the Bruce Commemoration Trust, 85 Grome Associates and Milsa Horizons.
WWW.,ULSTERSCOTSAGENCY.CQ@In
WWW.ATICESTRYIRELATD.C®In
ULSTER & IRELAND BRUCE TRAIL www.discoverulsterscots.com
DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY BRUCE TRAIL www.brucetrust.co.uk
SOUTH AYRSHIRE BRUCE TRAIL email-Julia@ailsahorizons.co.uk

pe ko
TR
Uisizr SEm fec thenp
-
Aadiwy, 4 s

ObterScors Agency

Ulkster Historical Foundation

‘COROIIATIONI” AT
CARRICKFERGUS

Havingdefeated an Anglo-Noman army at Momnthil, the Scots moved on fo Camickfergis, the most
mpriant Anglo-Norman stronghold in Ulsterwith its impsing caslestanding sentinel ower Belfag
Lmgh. Mongside the caste a fown had deweloped whichwas a centreof frade and commere. The
Bruce fores sezed the town of Gamickfergus — but not thecastie —and esablshed what would
efiectwely be theirbase camp for the duration of the campaign.

Kecording fo Barbowr, shoitly aftertaking Camickfergus .. the folkof Ukter had come entrdy io his
[Edward Bruce's]peace... there came to him and made fealty some of the kings of that country, a
wod fenor twelve ... Historians have interpreted ths moment as what ould be descrited as Edward
Bruces ‘comnaton”as King of Irdand. Professor Sean Duffy has writien, ‘al the evidence supgeststhat
Edward and his Irish alies ladintended fa he become king from the start of his Irigh adveniure
andthat this was in fact enacied ator rear Carckiergus atsome stage n ure 1315

In the Insh annals for 1315, t & remrded that the Ulstermen ted o hi beng prochimed Kng
of Irdland and all the Gaek of Ireland agreedtogrant him brdship and they called him King of reland !

In hiswork Wints for kish Hetorical Paintings', the kish Nationalig Thomas Davis (181 4-45) proposad the
TCrowning of Edward Bruce' as a subct worthy of being captured by an arist

lustraEon of Edwand B e being o awnad, peblishd in The Stoy
of irelare}, & Namative of rish Histary by A.M. Sullican (1883 adifi n)

THE IRISH LEADERS 'REMONSTRANCE’
TO THEPOPE (1317)

Oneof themost important hstoical document s of
medieval Irland & the ‘Remonstrance’ sent by
Domhnall 0 Neil and dther fish leaders o Pope John
Xllin 1317.1n ths document they set out how they
had sought ‘help and assstance [from ] Edward de
Bruyis, illustrious earl of Carrick, bmther of Robart by
the grace of God most ilustrous kingof the Scots,
who is spuung from our noblest ancestos.” Accodding
1o the ‘Remonstrmnce’, the Irsh kings had
‘unanmously establisved and set him up asourking
and lord inour kingdom' for they considered Brice o
e ‘pious and prudent, umbk and chaske, exceedingly
temperte, n al things sedate and moderate.

Caridufer gus CasBiewas buit in the bkl 100sby the Angh-Momans,
mtke oo whe g Frgus fe firdKing of Smand, dewned arond 501.

EDWARD

THE BATTLE OF COIIINOR

& Connor, near Ballymena, Richar de Burgh Earlof Ulster, gathered huge food stoes for hisown
tmaps. Driven by hunger Bruce's army learned about thes supples, andtrmvdled to wihin psta few
mikes of them_ They st up campand waied. De Burgh's amy were camped close by,and a dail patml
between the camp and the Comno food stoes kept de Burgh's men wel supplied.

Choosing the right moment, a detachment of the Scots army attacked this patml 2 suddenly that they
had no ime o retaiate. Buce men ook their clcthing and disguised themselves as the patrd, and at
dusk they rode back toward the Anglo-Noman encampment. De Burgh's men mist havethought the
patrd was eluming withthe day's food . As the dismised patrolneared the de Burgh encampment,
Bruces force Bunched an attack, reputedly kiling 1,000 men. Victorious, the Scots rode back fo their
wn campto prepare for an all-out attack.

De Burgh pulled his ammy backinio Connor that night, but eady the fdlowng moming (10 September
1315)a mgiment kd an attack m the Bruce camp. Howevar, the Scots had been expectingthis, andas
ademy they had left their banners flying over ther cam pto meate theimpressionthat they wer stil
thare.De Burgh's menwere lued nio the frap, andwereonce again attacked by the watting Scofs.

Suchwasthe confuson that Buces ammy entered the town of Conror, ook confrolof the food storesand
wized thecorn, flour and wine andcamed t © their headquariers at Caricerzis. Oneof the most
mportant battles in medieval Ulster, Bruce's victory at Connor kft him as the effedtive masta of the
northern province of lreland.

‘A PLACE OF SOME imPORTANCE
The 1%th-century historian George Benn
obsarved: ‘Connor from its antiguity and
ectlsiagical character— but stillmor from
its assiation with the name of Edward
Bue - &, perhaps, one of the mog
intersting spots inthe County of Antrim."
Once the beation of acathedral,in theeady
1300sit was a place of some importance

To the south of Comoris Bruce's Hill, so
named from the plce whereEdvand Brice is
sail fo have stod. In Barbour's The Brus,
Con isspeled ‘Coigrers’.0derresdents
stil pronounce it as*Canyer .

Todky them am twe Sgnsen theappmachs b the vllag o Comor
whidh incbde 8 epeetton o Edwerd Brice

The connections between Ulster and Scotland date back
millennia. The story of the campaign in Ireland led by
Edward Bruce, brother of King Robert |, of 131518 is
one of the most important early examples of shared
Ulster-Scottish history. Though the story may have largely
slipped from the popular consciousness, historians have
long recognised that the Bruce campaign in Ireland was
an event of far-reaching significance.

DEATH AT FAUGHART

ffter thiee-and-a-half yearsthe Bue campaign ended disastrously indefeat at the Battle of Faughart
on 14 October 1318 with Edward Bruce himsef kiled inthe fighting. In the autumn of that year he had
led hs men towamds Dundalk, possbly in search of food and supplies in the face of sever famine
conditions. Two miles outside Dundalk, the Scofs anmy (with some support from the de Lacys) squard
up 1o an Anglo-Norman force commanded by John de Bermingham.

Inthe ensuing battk the Scots were muted and Edwand Brice was kiled by SirJohnMawpas. Many of
the kadingmeninthe Scatish amy wem kiled_Sir PhilipMowbray escaped fom the battefeld at
Faughart badly wounded and retumed toScotland i bring the news of Edward s death to his braher
King Rabert.

Few of the rish mourned Bruee'sdeath at Faughart The eoomd of Edward's death in the Annals of Ulster
states that * - there was not done from the be ginning of the world a deed th at wa s be tter for the Men of
Ireland than thatdeed. For there came death and loss of people during his time in all Ireband in genera |l for
the space of three years and a half and people un doubted y used o e at eac h other throughout reland .

The remnants of Edward ‘samy headed back fowards Carnclergis, pursued by de Bamingham’ men.
On eadhing the coastthey boarded ships and mtumed to Scotland. It was the end of the campaign. The
threatfrom Scofland whether malor magined, continued for some time atterwands and even the area
around Carickferz s was subpct to ocasonal Swtfishraids However, therewas i be no furt her
Brice-inst gated imason of leland.

The view fom theHill dF augtert, Gounly lowth. The fat soneonthe
al fEdwar B e indudes a faguewhich tear theins mpt on
‘Edwerd Brice King of Imbnd, Killed in Bat BeofF aughart 145 Och b BIE"

The story is a far from straightforward one and ~ The Scottish campaign in Ireland began less
reflects all of the complexity of the relationships ~ than a year after Robert Bruce's crushing
between these islands in the medieval period. victory at Bannockbumn in June 1314. It was
For example, Robert Bruce was married to a led by his brother Edward who seems to have
daughter of Richard de Burgh, Earl of Ulster, the  needed little encouragement to take charge
man who would be the Scottish army’s principal  of the campaign. Indeed, many see him as
opponent in the north of Ireland. Robert Bruce being the prime instigator of it and that he
was also the feudal lord of a large swathe of was motivated by dynastic ambitions of his
temitory in County Antrim through his mother's  own. As John Barbour states in his epic
family. There is even a suggestion that his narative of 1375, The Brus, The History of
younger brother Edward may have been fostered ~ Robert the Bruce King of Scots, Edward, ‘with
by an Irish family. At other times Scots fought great joy in his heart, and with the consent of
Scots and Anglo-Normans batiled Anglo-Normans.  the king, gathered fo him men of great valour”
Crucial to the Scots early successes was the

support they received from a number of the Irish

leaders, to some of whom the Bruces were related.

- L

on 25TH IMAY 1315, EDWARD BRUCE SAILED FROMm AYR TO LARNE LOUGH
LEADIING THE 6,000-STROIIG BANNECKBURI ARImMY T® THEIR NEXT CHALLENGE...

o BRUCE
SCOTLAND FAImILY ARInS

EDWARD
BRUCE

SIR EDWARD BRUCE
the Earl of Carick, Who was bolder than a leopard,
and had no desire to be at peace,

Thought Scotland too small for his brother and himself;
Therefore he set his purpose to be King of Ireland...’

BARBOUR'S BRUS, 1375



